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January 2023 Indigenous Liaison Committee (ILC) Report for Grand Bend Public School 
 
Grand Bend Public School’s Indigenous Education Goal (including Truth and Reconciliation 
Commitments) – Students and staff will access LKDSB resources and personnel to increase and 
embed Indigenous voice into the curriculum to gain understanding of culture, traditions, perspectives 
and history (particularly of the local area). 
 
Some of the learning and activities that the students and staff at Grand Bend P.S. have been involved 
in are outlined below, as well as some of the next steps that they are going to undertake. 
 
Our school has just completed our first school-wide read aloud via our daily digital announcements.  
One of our FDK teachers, Mrs. Smith read “Last Leaf First Snowflake to Fall” by Leo Yerxa.  What a 
beautiful story.   
 
One of our FDK classes have been using the word “miigwech” as often as they able to as an alternative 
to, or in conjunction with, the word “thank you”.  Moving forward, they are going to continue to 
incorporate current and past Ojibwe words of the month into their vocabulary. 
 
Our Grade 1 class read the story “In My Anaana’s Amautik”.  The class discussed natural and human 
made structures and how Indigenous children stayed warm in such a cold climate.  They also learned 
about amautiks, which is a pouch on the back of a woman’s parka where a baby can be carried.  
 
The Grade 1/2 class read “Raven’s Feast”.  In this story, Yaahl gives each person a special gift to share 
with the world.  The students completed a connection page where they reflected on a special gift that 
they could share with the world. 
 
One of our Grade 2/3 classes have been learning about Indigenous identity, specifically with respect to 
Indigenous peoples who live in urban areas.  The class listened to J.P. Gladu speak about the 
importance of Indigenous cultures being represented through art, architecture, music and a focus on 
protecting the environment.  Next they will be learning about historical differences in land use and 
farming between Indigenous peoples and European newcomers. 
 
Our Grade 3/4 class learned the creation story by painting with Moses.  In the future they will continue 
learning about Indigenous history. 
 
The Grade 4/5 class have been continuing to learn about the Indigenous population that were on this 
land before the Europeans arrived.  This is helping them to understand how life changed for these 
peoples after contact.  They are also learning about trade before contact and making use of materials 
like that from Christy Bressette, who “is an Anishinabe parent, student, teacher and community member 
of the Kettle and Stony Point First Nation.  In 2008, she defended her doctoral dissertation, making her 
the first Indigenous student at Western University to earn a PhD in Educational Studies.” 
 
Our Grade 5/6 class learned that some Indigenous communities have endured decades of having to 
boil their water before it is safe to drink.  Their next step is to further examine their advocacy for clean 
drinking water. 
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The Grade 6 class participated in “Painting with Moses” to complete his winter scene.  This painting 
inspired many conversations about what the land around us and nature means to Indigenous people 
and what it means to the rest of society.  Through these discussions, they talked about how they can 
better take care of the land around them and why it is important to respect nature.  They also further 
discussed ways that the land takes care of everyone.  Next they are going to continue making 
connections between Indigenous peoples and non-Indigenous peoples and how they can continue to 
be respectful of their Indigenous values and cultures while learning more about them.  These 
discussions were also a great lead in into Moses’ cedar tree teaching which again highlighted the 
importance of nature. 
 
Our Grade 8’s have been continuing to broaden their understanding of the impact of colonization and 
more specifically residential schools.  Recently they began learning about the National Truth and 
Reconciliation Committee’s 94 Calls to Action.  The students have each been researching one of the 
Calls to Action and brainstorming ways that they think that we can achieve the Call to Action as a 
nation in order to move towards reconciliation.  As a next step, the class are going to share the 94 Calls 
to Action with the greater school community to keep the dialogue moving forward. 
 
One of our curriculum partners has been teaching healthy eating to both of our FDK classes, our Grade 
2/3 classes and our Grade 4/5 class.  They are learning about the “Three Sisters Legend” and how to 
make “Three Sisters Soup”. 
 
We continue to look forward to the next steps in our learning as we continue to understand the truth as 
we move toward reconciliation.  We look forward to continuing our journey, and we invite you to join us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


